
 

 

Criteria for Selecting Instructional Material 
Definition  
The term “instructional materials” includes printed materials and multi-media materials, and 
materials used in the classroom and available in the libraries. 
 
Criteria 
In selecting instructional materials, the following criteria should be considered:      

1. Supports the district’s mission and vision, goals and objectives of the District   
2. Supports the objectives of the curricular offering in which the materials will be used.     
3. Is appropriate for the age, emotional and social development, and ability level of the 

students for whom the materials are selected.   
4. Is diverse with respect to levels of difficulty, reader appeal, and should present a variety 

of points of view. 
5. Meets high standards of quality in factual content and presentation. 
6. Fosters respect for cultural diversity. 
7. Encourages students to utilize higher order thinking skills, to exercise freedom of 

thought, and to make independent judgments through examination and evaluation of 
relevant information, evidence and differing viewpoints.        

Reconsideration of Instructional Material 
Any student, parent or guardian, staff member, or resident may raise an objection to or ask for 
reconsideration of instructional materials or the manner in which they are being used by using 
the following procedures.    

Procedures    

1. The person will first meet with the classroom teacher who is using the instructional 
material in an attempt to resolve the matter informally. The teacher will notify the 
building principal that a request for reconsideration has been made. The teacher may 
attempt to resolve the matter by offering alternative instructional materials to a student 
if the student or student’s parent or guardian files the request.   

2. In the event the matter is not satisfactorily resolved, the person requesting 
reconsideration will meet with the building principal to resolve the matter informally. 

3. In the event the matter is not satisfactorily resolved, the person requesting 
reconsideration must submit to the building principal a formal written request for 
reconsideration on a form provided by the building principal.   

4. The review committee will convene to review the request for reconsideration.  
5. The review committee will be comprised of an administrator (not from the building) as 

chairperson, a library media specialist (if the objection or request is made to 
instructional material available in the library, the library media specialist will be from a 



 

 

different building), two teachers, including one member, if possible, from the 
department where the materials are being used, two residents of the District, and two 
secondary students.   

6. Within fifteen (10) school days of the filing of the written request for reconsideration, 
the review committee will meet and give their recommendation to the building 
principal.   

7. The review committee may recommend that:      

a. the instructional material be retained and used as planned; or 
a. all or part of the instructional material be withdrawn; or 
b. all or part of the instructional material be limited in its use; or 
c. a different method of presentation of the instructional material be utilized.     

8. The Principal will review his/her decision with the Assistant Superintendent for 
Curriculum and Instruction.  The Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and 
Instruction will issue a written decision on the request for reconsideration to the person 
requesting reconsideration, to the classroom teacher, Director of Literacy and to the 
chair of the review committee within five days.  The Assistant Superintendent for 
Curriculum and Instruction may adopt, reverse or modify the decision of the review 
committee. The sole criterion for decisions will be the appropriateness of the material 
for its intended educational use. 

 


